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Fully integrated & CodeMark Certified
 
The Exsulite™ Thermal Facade System by 
Dulux® AcraTex® is CodeMark™ certified 
and in compliance with the Building 
Code of Australia (BCA), full range of 
performance criteria including structural 
stability, wind resistance, durability, 
thermal resistance, weatherproofing and 
dampness. This provides consultants, 
building surveyors, architects and 
building owners with the ultimate in light weight cladding 
systems from one supplier in Dulux®. 

System installation and job quality control documentation 
is project managed by a Dulux® trained Exsulite™ installer 
ensuring all jobs are installed in accordance with Exsulite™ 
Thermal Facade system specifications. 

The CodeMark™ Certificate of Conformity can be obtained 
on request.

About Exsulite™ Thermal Facade System
 
Exsulite™ Thermal Panel is an EPS Construction panel 
(minimum ‘M’ grade) made to Australian Standard AS 
1366.3 – 1992. Exsulite™ Thermal Panel is treated with 
Disodium Octaborate Tetrahydrate (D.O.T) as a defence 
against vermin and insects and has a flame retardant 
additive to inhibit accidental ignition from a small flame 
source. Exsulite™ Thermal Panel is produced from expanded 
polystyrene (EPS), a lightweight product that displays 
self-insulative properties and once rendered creates a 
weatherproof barrier that will enhance the energy efficiency 
of the building.

Exsulite™ Thermal Panel can be used in Class 1 and 10 
building applications and can be fixed to steel, timber  
and masonry surfaces.

The exceptionally high R Value of Exsulite™ Thermal Panel 
as compared to other commonly used building materials 
is staggering. Exsulite™ Thermal Panel improves sound 
insulation performance and displays excellent thermal 
properties. The cladding is more efficient in comparison 
with other insulation materials because it is installed on the 
outside of the frame so the wall cavity never heats up in the 
summer, or cools down in the winter.

Fully integrated system by Dulux® AcraTex®
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Bushfire Attack Levels (BAL)
Exsulite™ has been tested for heat intensity and ember attack 
of bushfires in relation to AS 3959-2009 Construction of 
Buildings in Bushfire prone areas. Exsulite™ Thermal Facade 
System has passed AS 1530.8.1 and is approved for use 
in bushfire prone areas. For BAL system specifications & 
installation guidelines please call Dulux® AcraTex®  
or your representative for further information.

CM-12-A0011

Exsulite™ Thermal Facade System is a fully integrated 
cladding system that includes wall wrap, thermal cladding, 
acrylic texture coating and weatherproof top coat from 
Dulux®, the industry’s largest coating supplier. 

• Total design & supply by Dulux® AcraTex®

• Cavity System

• Weatherproof membrane topcoat 

• Moisture management

• Suitable for bushfire prone areas 

• CodeMarkTM compliance

• High R-Value

•  Installed by a Dulux® Exsulite™ trained Installer 



Why use an Exsulite™ Thermal Facade System?
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Energy Ratings Explained
As of the 1st of May 2010, all new houses, townhouses 
and units built must achieve a minimum 6 star energy rating 
(check with local authorities).

The energy equivalence rating of a house is determined 
by the design of its shell—i.e. roof, walls, windows and 
floors. The rating is out of 10 stars—more stars indicate a 
more energy efficient and comfortable house. An energy 
equivalence rating does not take into consideration a 
house’s fixtures and appliances, such as hot water systems, 
air conditioners, lighting and fridges.

The Exsulite™ Thermal Facade System is specifically 
designed to assist homes achieve a minimum 6 star energy 
rating. Other benefits include:

Insulation ✓ Strength ✓ Lightweight ✓

Cost Effective ✓Adds Value ✓Sound Dampening ✓ 

Increase Energy Ratings
A House Energy Rating is an index of a building’s thermal 
performance (i.e. heating and cooling requirements). 
Residential homes in Australia require a minimum 6 star system.

If you are renovating your home, the simplest method to vastly 
increase your energy rating and fall in line with the new 6 star 
system, is to install the Exsulite™ Thermal Facade System 
directly to the exterior of the building.

For new home builders, designing your home from the 
ground up to incorporate the Exsulite™ Thermal Facade 
System will not only see you well along the way to 6 stars, 
it will also save you money, both short and long term, plus, 
it can open up new design ideas to create something  
really special.

Renovation & Refurbishment
With the current economic situation, rising interest rates 
and escalating house prices, it’s little wonder more and 
more Australians are choosing to stay where they are 
and renovate. Something as simple as fixing the Exsulite™ 
Thermal Facade System over your existing home can 
increase the overall value. The Exsulite™ Thermal Facade 
System is lightweight, allowing a fast and simple method to 
build upwards, as opposed to brick, concrete, fibre cement 
or weatherboards.

Cost Effective / Add value
Having the opportunity to build your own home and be part 
of the great Australian dream is harder than ever, so when 
your opportunity comes along, you want to ensure you 
get it right and get the best possible result. Choosing to 
include the Exsulite™ Thermal Facade System can save you 
thousands of dollars over the life of the home in energy costs. 
Reduced construction times can mean an earlier hand over 
date, saving money on rent and additional outlays. 

Your home is in an investment in your future. Invest wisely by 
selecting the Exsulite™ Thermal Facade System to ensure the 
maximum return for you and your family.

Improve Acoustics
High density living and large homes on small blocks is 
now the rule, rather than the exception. Living close to 
your neighbours, noise is always going to be a problem. 
Perhaps you have a busy road nearby, train lines, busways 
or an airport? It seems noise is coming at us from every 
direction.

The Exsulite™ Thermal Facade System significantly improves 
acoustic performance. Its construction actively dampens noise 
and reduces the sound waves entering, or exiting the home.

Byron Bay – NSW



Each project is different, with different goals, objectives, 
value, purpose and time frame. Increasingly, clients are 
asking their builders and architects for the next big thing to 
save them money. Exsulite™ Thermal Facade Systems can 
provide building owners with a fast-track, cost-effective 
alternative solution.

Cost Effective

Yamba – NSW

Eco House – Sawtell, NSW
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Coolangatta – QLD

“I am convinced that I would 
not go back to using fibre 
cement base sheet products”
Since using the Exsulite™ System on my 3 projects at Walter St 
Murarrie, I am convinced that I would not go back to using fibre 
cement base sheet products.

My projects had a degree of difficulty with limited space  
and the Exsulite™ System simplified the application process.  
The Exsulite™ System has so many advantages over fibre cement 
sheets, even though the cost is marginally higher. This is where  
I made my savings:

• Scaffold hire is limited on two story construction

• Installation of the Exsulite™ System is very quick

• No need for window flashings or external architraves

•  Exsulite™ Thermal Panel has sound proofing and  
insulation qualities

I have been extremely happy with my first experience using this 
product, and would highly recommend it to other builders.

Matti Miettunen, Director – Malor Homes

Broadbeach – QLD

Surfers Paradise – QLD



Exsulite™ Thermal Panel

Exsulite™ Thermal Facade System

To determine how good something is, you must 
compare it to its peers on the same terms.  
Common building products such as fibre cement sheet, 
brick veneer and weatherboards are widely used 
throughout Australia. Does this mean they’re  
the best?

In a changing world where energy costs are rising and 
property valuations escalating, the real winners are 
going to be the smart and savvy, who select materials 
that will save them long term and add value at a 
greater rate. The graph shown demonstrates the current 
R values for each building material.

Quality raw materials used during manufacturing, “M” Grade EPS to Australian Standard 1366.3 ✓
Reputable company that can produce large volumes due to its state of the art facilities ✓

Insect repellent – D.O.T treated ✓Fire retardant ✓High thermal ratings ✓
100% recyclable ✓No CFC’s or VOC’s ✓

TYPiCaL iNSTaLLaTiON Of NEW HOmE uSiNg COmmON BuiLDiNg maTEriaLS

TABLE ONE

Comparison Items Exsulite™ Fibre Cement Brick Veneer Weatherboard

Level 5 finish – No visible joints under any lights ✓ ✘ ✓ ✓
Seamless finish with no joints ✓ ✘ ✓ ✘

Exceptional R rating* ✓ ✘ ✘ ✘

Easy to cut ✓ ✘ ✘ ✓
Safer to cut ✓ ✘ ✘ ✘

Lightweight and easy to handle ✓ ✘ ✘ ✘

Faster completion time for construction ✓ ✘ ✘ ✘

No additional insulation is required ✓ ✘ ✘ ✘

Provide a weatherproof system ✓ ✘ ✓ ✓

Yamba – NSW Broadbeach – QLD maclean – NSW
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CM-12-A0011

BAL 12.5 - Certificate no. SFC2667200.2 

TM

TM

TO FINISHFROM START

Order from 
Dulux® AcraTex® Delivery of Exsulite™ Install Exsulite™ 

thermal cladding
Delivery of AcraTex® 
texture coating

Application of AcraTex® 
texture coating Hand-over to the client

Features Benefits 

Weatherproof Barrier Weatherproof against moisture ingress 

Moisture Management Prevents wall damage caused by condensation within  
the wall cavity

High R-Value Superior insulation with R-Values providing  
energy efficiency

Low Maintenance AcraTex® coating systems provide a dirt resistant surface, 
maintaining that new look for a longer period

Total system warranty When installed by an Exsulite trained Installer 

Minimum ‘M’ grade made to AS 1366.3 – 1992, 
treated with Disodium Octaborate Tetrahydrate (D.O.T) Defence against vermin and insects

Thermal Facade Cladding from Dulux® AcraTex®

Introducing the quality and technology you expect in a total cladding system that includes  
wall wrap, thermal cladding, acrylic texture coating and weatherproof top coat from Dulux®,  

the industry’s largest coating supplier. 

Total integrated system from design to installation

Cavity System•	

Weatherproof membrane topcoat•	

Moisture management•	

Suitable for bushfire prone areas•	

CodeMark•	 ™ compliance

High R-Value•	

Installed by a Dulux•	 ® Exsulite™ trained Installer 

Total design & supply by Dulux•	 ® AcraTex® 

The Exsulite Thermal Facade System by  
Dulux® AcraTex® is CodeMark™ certified and 
in compliance with the Building Code of Australia (BCA), full range of 
performance criteria including structural stability, wind resistance, durability, 
thermal resistance, weatherproofing and dampness. This provides 
consultants, building surveyors, architects and building owners with the 
ultimate in light weight cladding systems from one supplier in Dulux®. 

System installation and job quality control documentation is project 
managed by a Dulux® trained Exsulite™ installer ensuring all jobs are 
installed in accordance with Exsulite™ Thermal Facade system specifications. 

The CodeMark™ Certificate of Conformity can be obtained on request. 

Exsulite has been tested for heat intensity and ember 
attack of bushfires in relation to AS 3959-2009 
Construction of Buildings in Bushfire prone areas. 
Exsulite™ Thermal Facade System has passed  
AS 1530.8.1 and is approved for use in bushfire 
prone areas. For BAL system specifications & 
installation guidelines please call Dulux® AcraTex®  
or your representative for further information.

Bushfire Attack Levels (BAL)

CodeMark™ 
Certified
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Brick
Veneer

R 0.40

Fibre
Cement

R 0.54

Weather
boards

R 3.06

Exsulite 
Thermal Panel

{75mm Cavity System}

R 3.71

Exsulite 
Thermal Panel

{100mm Cavity System}

*R Rating figures obtaind from SmartRate. Full breakdowns 
 of figures are available via our website www.dulux.com.au “R” Values

Exsulite Thermal Value 
(60mm Cavity System)

R 2.71

Exsulite Thermal Value 
(75mm Cavity System)

R 3.102

Exsulite Thermal Value 
(100mm Cavity System)

R 3.755

* R Rating figures obtaind from SmartRate.  
Full breakdowns of figures are available upon request.

Fully integrated & CodeMark compliant 

The ExsuliteTM Thermal 
Facade System by 
Dulux® AcraTex® is a 
“cavity” system for new 
residential and light 
commercial construction. 
It can also be used as a 
facade remedial system 
for rectification and 
rejuvenation projects 
when used as a direct 
fix system.

*Dulux AcraTex Products are designed to be used in system as specified in relevant Product Data Sheets and Approved Dulux AcraTex 
Specifications. A 10 year materials warranty is provided when a full Exsulite System is installed by an Exsulite Trained Installer. If the product 
does not perform as specified, unless otherwise detailed, we will replace the goods free of charge. To make a claim under warranty, please 
contact Dulux Customer Service by telephone on 13 23 77 or by post to Dulux AcraTex, 1 Jeanes St, Beverley, SA 5009. You must show 
proof of purchase and bear all expenses incurred in making a claim. The benefits of this warranty are in addition to other rights and remedies 
under any applicable law. Our goods come with guarantees that cannot be excluded under the Australian Consumer Law. You are entitled to 
a replacement or refund for a major failure and compensation for any other reasonably foreseeable loss or damage. You are also entitled to 
have the goods repaired or replaced if they fail to be of acceptable quality and the failure does not amount to a major failure. 

10year *
materialwarranty

BAL 12.5  

The above calculations are presented in accordance with the principles outlined in the Building Code of Australia (2010)            
ThermRgold R values are calculated on M Grade EPS to Australian Standard 1366.3 with a conductivity value of 0.0383 W/m².K      
Antiglare foil, where used, is assumed to have the antiglare surface facing outwards and the foil surface facing inwards.                           

 
Issued  1st October 2010                                     Michael Plunkett - ABSA Accredited Assessor No.40116 

 

SmartRate 
 

Unit 5/175 Bunda Street 
Parramatta Park  QLD  4870 

Ph: 1300 ASSESS (1300 277 377) 
www.smartrate.com.au  Building Energy Efficiency Specialists and Software Training 

ThermRgold Cavity System

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
THERM GOLD

Australian made wall cladding system R RATED, for your pleasure

191.5mm Wall

10mm Plasterboard

90mm Frame

Breather Sisalation Paper

25mm “H” Grade EPS Battens

60mm, 75mm & 100mm ThermRgold EPS Panel

4.5mm Render

2mm Paint

Table 1

*R Rating figures obtained from SmartRate.
R value results are available for installation as overcladding system over brick veneer, 
weatherboard and concrete.
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Hope Island – Gold Coast, QLD

“The cracking has gone,  
the render is perfect,  
the water has stopped  
leaking and the house  

looks amazing.”

Dion Cardon-Smith had the Exsulite™ Thermal Facade System applied to 
his home using the Over Cladding Method. “After investing a lot of money 
into building our home, we were amazed when we started to see a bit 
of cracking here and there not long after it was completed. Significant 
cracking appeared all over the home and then water started leaking in. 
An independent builder told me the fibre cement sheeting used through the 
building was cracking and it would all need to be replaced. A team of 
Exsulite™ accredited installers heard about my situation and came to have 
a look. They recommended an Over Cladding Method over the top of 
the existing walls. I was sceptical to say the least, but the end result has 
absolutely blown me away. The cracking has gone, the finish is perfect, 
the water has stopped leaking and the house looks amazing. The cost 
comparison to install the Exsulite™ Thermal Facade System was significantly 
less than replacing the fibre cement sheeting. I would never have even 
thought about using before, now, I’ll never use anything else.”



Arrawarra Headland – NSW

“Being lightweight,  
adding extensions  

is easy.”

Peter Athorn has been a builder and long time supporter of EPS products. 
“You just don’t get the same results without it. The Exsulite™ Thermal Facade 
System is installed, and we move on, leaving a great job and happy clients. 
Being lightweight, adding extensions is easy and the costs allow for a 
greater return on the finished product.”

Close up of flashing for floor extensionSecond story addition in progress
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Imagination is the Only Limitation

“Adaptable to practically  
any shape, size or application, 

providing endless design 
opportunities”

Anything is Possible

Apart from the many key benefits of choosing to use the 
Exsulite™ Thermal Facade System for your project, one 
that many clients don’t realise is the design potential is 
unlimited.

Imagine rounded corners, or protruding panels, rebated 
hollows or rope like textures. Fancy pillars and posts can be 
added, textures scribed in or hand crafted shapes added 
after the standard Exsulite™ System is installed, imagination 
is the only limit.

For all enquiries regarding the Exsulite™ Thermal Facade 
System, speak to your Dulux® Acra-Tex representative before 
you start your design. Get some ideas, see some samples 
and take these to your architect, who we’ll work with to 
make your dream come alive.
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Tugan – QLD

Dulux® AcraTex® 

Dulux® AcraTex® is the largest supplier of high build acrylic 
coatings for the protection and decoration of masonry 
facades in Australia covering Commercial and Residential.

Dulux® AcraTex® high build 100% acrylic texture coatings 
finishing systems can be applied once the Exsuilte Thermal 
Facade System has been installed in accordance with 
specification and application procedures. Dulux® AcraTex® 
texture finishing systems can provide low maintenance long 
term protective system when top coated with a AcraTex® 
weatherproofing elastomeric membrane coating. 

Colour Selection 

Selecting the right Dulux® colour and feel for the exterior of 
any building is an important decision, Dulux® reccomends 
that Colours musthave a Light Reflective Value (LRV) of 
greater than 40%. 

For further information visit our website www.dulux.com.au  
or call 1300 662 841.



Designer Colour and Style with Acra-Tex Acrylic Coating Systems
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Better looking, longer lasting protection 
When specifying your new home, insist on Flexible Acrylic 
Texture – not just painted render cement.

Cement Render by its nature is hard & brittle and 20 years 
ago you’d have to accept simply applying a colour coat 
of paint – today quality builders understand the limitations 
of cement render and trust Dulux® to offer better looking, 
longer lasting protection.

How High Build Acrylic Texture Protects

Suitably prepared masonry substrate  
(refer to Acra-Tex system guides for detail) 

Acra-Tex AcraPrime

More than just a “first coat” AcraPrime consolidates the 
substrate providing a stable base for long term integrity.

Acra-Tex Coventry (Range)

High Build Acrylic Texture 50 times thicker than paint, 
providing feature style and Acrylic Texture durability with 
colour integrated throughout.

Acra-Tex AcraSkin

Elastomeric Barrier coat protection 4 times thicker than 
paint – AcraSkin is the system lock that ensures maximum 
resistance to the elements and extended system life cycle.

Here the paint film has
stretched  to “bridge”
the crack opening

CRACk BRIdgINg
High Film Build  

(2mm of Acrylic Texture + 
AcraShield) provides a tough 

film able to expand & contract to 
absorb render shrinkage.

WATER RESISTANCE
“Weather Proofing”

The Acra-Tex 3-step system with 
AcraShield topcoat provides 

barrier protection.

dIRT RESISTANCE
Acrylic cross linking technology 
tack free surface that remains 

flexible. Stays cleaner for longer, 
even in warm humid climates.

Tested to Australian Standards AS4548.5

*Results for system with AcraShield topcoat. Crack bridging relative to AcraShield thickness – structural movement cracking excluded.

The Acra-Tex 3-step coating system

Dulux® AcraTex® acrylic texture systems encapsulate walls 
in a high build, flexible skin which acts as a barrier against 
the elements, protecting your investment for years longer.

Texture & colour are integrated throughout the full 2mm 
system thickness providing a protective layer that’s around 
50 x thicker than just a coat of paint.

WATER TRANSMISSION
Less than1gram  

24 hrs/kPa pressure*

CYCLONE TESTINg
Zero water passed*

CRACk BRIdgINg
5 times film thickness*

ELONgATION
230%*

INdEPENdENTLY 
TESTEd
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The Exsulite™ Thermal Facade System was developed by 
Dulux® AcraTex® to provide a simple, economical and 
versatile solution to the challenges facing both the renovator 
and the new home builder. In order to ensure efficient 
installation, a comprehensive installation manual has 
been developed in consultation with experienced builders 
and engineers. The listed installation methods have been 
tried and tested in the field and in testing laboratories. 
All directions are written in plain speak for the benefit of 
builders and architects, with common terms and phrases 
used throughout. 

As the building industry evolves, Dulux® AcraTex® will 
continue to develop and test the Exsulite™ Thermal Facade 
System in line with current building codes and legislation.

The Exsulite™ Installation Manual is available upon request.

Exsulite™ Thermal Facade System Installation
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Dulux® AcraTex®  
- industry’s largest coating supplier.

The Exsulite™ Thermal Facade system has been engineered 
using genuine components and installation procedures to 
deliver a total integrated system that eliminates substitution 
of alternative and non compliance options.

•  Cavity design incorporating a moisture management 
system

•  Specified system to ensure all jobs only use Exsulite™ 
Thermal Facade system components

•  Installation guide lines & site procedures to ensure every 
job is installed correctly

• Trained Exsulite™ Installers

• Job Quality Control procedures

Dulux® AcraTex® Project Support

The Exsulite™ Thermal Facade System comes with 
installation procedures and guidelines to assure architects, 
builders and building owners peace of mind.

Architects, surveyors and certifiers can be satisfied that the 
Exsulite™ Thermal Facade System is CodeMark™ certified 
and therefore can be confident in specifying  the Exsulite™ 
Thermal Facade System as an alternative totally integrated 
lightweight cladding system.

Detailed technical drawings, project specification and 
installation guidelines are available on request through your 
Dulux® AcraTex® representative or call 1300 662 841 for 
further information.

Exsulite Construction Details

TM

TM

Slab Edge Overhang

EXS016/v1 Construction Detail - Slab Edge Overhang
Exsulite™ Panels and all system components must be installed strictly in accordance with the current Exsulite™ Installation Manual and be in full accordance with all relevant building codes and regulations. Drawings and related notes, are illustrative of typical 
Exsulite™ System Installation and are provided as a guide for construction industry professionals. These drawings do not constitute a specification and should be viewed in the context of the complete system and installation design and individual product data 
sheets and instructions.  Drawings are not to scale and not intended for engineering design plans. Do not scan or copy printed drawings. Refer to www.exsulite.com.au for current drawings and full system detail. Copyright DuluxGroup 2011. All rights reserved. 

Starter Channel (UPVC) with weep holes 
(100 or 125mm internal width)

Render finish to slab edge as specified

Approved Expanding Foam Adhesive

Weep Holes under cavity spacer

Ground/Paving

Minimum 60mm

Slab

Frame - 600mm max. cts.

Damp Proof Course 
(under breathable wrap)

AcraTex® Coating System 
with reinforcing mesh

Exsulite™ Cavity Spacer (25mm) to 
studs fixed with galvanised clouts

Breathable Wrap

Washer secured with screw above square starter channel 
(125mm or 150mm) at 275mm max. vertical cts.

Exsulite™ Panel 
(75mm or 100mm)

Pest Control Barrier (where applicable)

Minimum 75mm

EXS016/v1 Construction Detail - Slab Edge Overhang.indd   1 4/04/12   12:39 PM

TM

TM

Slab Rebate - Exposed Slab Edge

EXS017/v1 Construction Detail - Slab Rebate - Exposed Slab Edge
Exsulite™ Panels and all system components must be installed strictly in accordance with the current Exsulite™ Installation Manual and be in full accordance with all relevant building codes and regulations. Drawings and related notes, are illustrative of typical 
Exsulite™ System Installation and are provided as a guide for construction industry professionals. These drawings do not constitute a specification and should be viewed in the context of the complete system and installation design and individual product data 
sheets and instructions.  Drawings are not to scale and not intended for engineering design plans. Do not scan or copy printed drawings. Refer to www.exsulite.com.au for current drawings and full system detail. Copyright DuluxGroup 2011. All rights reserved. 

3-5mm maximum clearance to underside of Starter Channel

Leave slab edge exposed for 
Termite Visual or, coat with 
approved system

Ground/Paving

Minimum 60mm

Slab

Pest Control Barrier 
under damp proof course 

(where applicable)

Breathable Wrap Exsulite™ Panel 
(75mm or 100mm)

Exsulite™ Starter Channel (UPVC) 
(75 or 100mm internal width)

Approved Expanding Foam Adhesive

AcraTex® Coating System 
with reinforcing mesh

Washer secured with screw (125mm or 150mm) 
at 275mm max. vertical cts.

Frame - 600mm max. cts.

Damp Proof Course 
(under breathable wrap)

Exsulite™ Cavity Spacer (25mm) to 
studs fixed with galvanised clouts

Minimum 75mm  
(Termite Visual)

EXS017/v1 Construction Detail - Slab Rebate - Exposed Slab Edge.indd   1 3/04/12   10:37 AM
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For further information go to: www.acratex.com.au
Dulux Australia Dulux Customer Service: 1300 662 841
1 Jeanes Street, Beverley SA 5009 Australia

www.exsulite.com.au

Dulux® AcraTex® is a division of DuluxGroup (Australia) Pty Ltd.
ABN 67 000 049 427. Dulux and AcraTex are registered 
trade marks and ExsuliteTM is a trade mark.


